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Amendments to the Specification: 

Please replace the paragraph [0009] with the following amended paragraph: 



[0009] While it is anticipated that the .NET My Services platform will represent an 

advance in the management of data of individuals, it fails to address the management of object- 
related data. Furthermore, although EPCs will likely serve well to uniquely id e ntity identify 
objects and relate them to a specific PML description of that object, they fail to offering o ffer 
object-centric services that allow objects to interact with the world. As objects become 
increasingly capable of generating their own data and requesting services, the need for such 
object-related information management will likewise increase. Therefore, a need exists for 
methods and systems that provide a central point for hosting and managing object-related 
information as well as receiving and distributing object-related information to and from a 
plurality of entities. 
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Amendments to the Claims; 



Revise the claims as set forth below. This listing of claims will replace all prior versions and 
listings, of claims in the application: 

Listing of Claims: 

1. (original) In a content bank system comprising at least one digital identity 
instance representative of at least one object, a method for adding object-related information 
regarding an object of the at least one object to the content bank system, the method comprising: 

receiving, from a source by a digital identity instance corresponding to the object, the 
object-related information targeted to a service; 

determining, via a services registry associated with the digital identity instance, whether 
the service targeted by the object-related information exists; 

when the service targeted by the object-related information exists, sending the object- 
related information to the service; and 

processing the object-related information by the service such that the object-related 
information is subsequently available via the content bank system. 

2. (original) The method of claim 1, wherein the object-related information is 
received via at least one access mode of a multi-mode interface available to the digital identity 
instance. 

3. (original) The method of claim 2, wherein the at least one access mode comprises 
any of: a Simple Object Access Protocol-based access mode, a voice-based mode, a text-based 
access mode, and an Instant Messaging-based access mode. 

4. (original) The method of claim 1, further comprising: 

determining, via the services registry, location information regarding the service; and 
sending the object-related information to the service based on the location information. 

5. (original) The method of claim 4, wherein the location information corresponds 
to another content bank system. 
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6. (original) The method of claim 1, wherein the source of the object-related 
information is any of: the object, another content bank system, another object, a manufacturer of 
the object, an owner of the object, and a provider of service to the object. 

7. (original) The method of claim 1, further comprising: 

verifying access rights of the source to provide the object-related information associated 
with the object to the content bank system. 

8. (currently amended) In a content bank system comprising at least one digital 
identity instance representative of at least one object, a method for providing object-related 
information regarding an object of the at least one object to a third party, the method comprising: 

determining, by a digital identity instance corresponding to the object, the object-related 
information should be provided to the third party; 

determining, via a services registry associated with the digital identity instance, whether a 
service associated with the object-related information exists; 

when the service target e d by associated with the object-related information exists, 
accessing the object-related information via the service; and 

sending, by the service, the object-related information to the third party. 

9. (original) The method of claim 8, wherein determining the need to provide the 
object-related information to the third party further comprises receiving a request for the object- 
related information from the third party, wherein the request specifies the third party as the 
destination for the object-related information. 

10. (original) The method of claim 9, wherein the third party is any of: the object, 
another content bank system, another object, a manufacturer of the object, an owner of the 
object, and a provider of service to the object. 
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11. (original) The method of claim 9, wherein the request is received from the third 
party via at least one access mode of a multi-mode interface available to the digital identity 
instance. 

12. (original) The method of claim 11, wherein the wherein the at least one access 
mode comprises any of: a Simple Object Access Protocol-based access mode, a voice-based 
mode, a text-based access mode, and an Instant Messaging-based access mode. 

13. (original) The method of claim 8, wherein determining the need to provide the 
object-related information to the third party further comprises receiving a request for the object- 
related information from another third party, wherein the request specifies the third party as the 
destination for the object-related information. 

14. (original) The method of claim 13, wherein the third party or the other third party 
is any of: the object, another content bank system, another object, a manufacturer of the object, 
an owner of the object, and a provider of service to the object. 

15. (original) The method of claim 13, wherein the request is received from the other 
third party via at least one access mode of a multi-mode interface available to the digital identity 
instance. 

16. (original) The method of claim 15, wherein the wherein the at least one access 
mode comprises any of: a Simple Object Access Protocol-based access mode, a voice-based 
mode, a text-based access mode, and an Instant Messaging-based access mode. 

17. (original) The method of claim 8, wherein determining the need to provide the 
object-related information to the third party further comprises detecting a condition requiring the 
object-related information to be pushed to the third party. 

18. (original) The method of claim 17, further comprising: 
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receiving, by the digital identity instance from the third party, a subscription request for 
the object-related information, 

wherein the object-related information is pushed to only those third parties that have 
submitted a subscription request. 

19. (original) The method of claim 8, further comprising: 

determining, via the services registry, location information regarding the service; and 
accessing the object-related information via the service based on the location information. 

20. (original) The method of claim 19, wherein the location information corresponds 
to another content bank system. 

21. (original) The method of claim 8, further comprising: 

verifying access rights of the third party to the object-related information; and 
sending the additional object-related information to the third party when the third party 
possesses access rights to the object-related information. 

22. (original) The method of claim 8, further comprising: 

prior to sending the object-related information to the third party, processing the object- 
related information into a form suitable for sending the object-related information to the third 
party. 

23. (original) The method of claim 8, wherein the object-related information 
comprises a pointer to additional object-related information. 

24. (withdrawn) In a content bank system comprising at least one digital identity 
instance representative of at least one object, a method for manipulating object-related 
information regarding an object of the at least one object, the method comprising: 

determining, via a services registry associated with a digital identity instance 
corresponding to the object, whether a service associated with the object-related information 
exist; 
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when the service associated with the object-related information exists, accessing the 
object-related information via the service; 

modifying the object-related information to provide modified object-related information; 

and 

sending the modified object-related information to the service such that the modified 
object-related information is subsequently available via the content bank system. 

25. (withdrawn) The method of claim 24, further comprising: 
determining, via the services registry, location information regarding the service; 
accessing the object-related information via the service based on the location 

information; and 

sending the modified object-related information to the service based on the location 
information. 

26. (withdrawn) The method of claim 25, wherein the location information 
corresponds to another content bank system. 

27. (withdrawn) In a content bank system comprising at least one digital identity 
instance representative of at least one object, a method for communicating with an object of the 
at least one object, the method comprising: 

establishing a first communication channel between the object and a digital identity 
instance within the content bank system corresponding to the object; 

establishing, via at least one access mode of a multi-mode interface, a second 
communication channel between a third party and the digital identity instance; and 

communicating, by the third party via the first and second communication channels and 
the digital identity instance, with the object. 

28. (withdrawn) The method of claim 27, wherein the at least one access mode 
comprises any of: a Simple Object Access Protocol-based access mode, a voice-based mode, a 
text-based access mode, and an Instant Messaging-based access mode. 
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29. (withdrawn) The method of claim 27, wherein communicating with the object 
further comprises: 

receiving, at the content bank system, first object-related information from the object; 
sending, by the content bank system, the first object-related information to the third 

party; 

receiving, by the content bank system, second object-related information from the third 
party in response to the first object-related information; and 

sending, by the content bank system, the second object related information to the object. 

30. (withdrawn) The method of claim 27, wherein communicating with the object 
further comprises: 

receiving, at the content bank system, first object-related information from the third 

party; 

sending, by the content bank system, the first object-related information to the object; 
receiving, by the content bank system, second object-related information from the object 
in response to the first object-related information; and 

sending, by the content bank system, the second object related information to the third 

party. 

31. (withdrawn) The method of claim 27, wherein communicating with the object 
further comprises: 

verifying access rights of the third party to provide object-related information associated 
with the object to the content bank system. 

32. (withdrawn) The method of claim 27, wherein communicating with the object 
further comprises: 

verifying access rights of the third party to receive object-related information associated 
with the object from the content bank system. 
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33. (withdrawn) The method of claim 27, wherein the third party is any of: the 
object, another content bank system, another object, a manufacturer of the object, an owner of 
the object, and a provider of service to the object. 

34. (withdrawn) In a content bank system comprising at least one digital identity 
instance representative of at least one object, a method of associating contextual information 
with discrete components of object-related information, the method comprising: 

accessing, by a digital identity instance associated with an object, a first discrete 
component of object-related information from a first data source; and 

adding, by the digital identity instance, object-specific contextual information to the first 
discrete component of object-related information to provide first enhanced object data. 

35. (withdrawn) The method of claim 34, wherein accessing the first discrete 
component of object-related data further comprises receiving at least one attribute of the object. 

36. (withdrawn) The method of claim 34, wherein the first data source is any of: the 
object, another content bank system, another object, a manufacturer of the object, an owner of 
the object, and a provider of service to the object. 

37. (withdrawn) The method of claim 34, further comprising: 

assigning, by the digital identity instance, access rights to the first enhanced object data. 

38. (withdrawn) The method of claim 34, further comprising: 

assigning, by the digital identity instance, usage rules to the first enhanced object data. 

39. (withdrawn) The method of claim 34, further comprising: 

encoding, by the digital identity instance, the first enhanced object data with a 
standardized markup language. 

40. (withdrawn) The method of claim 39, wherein the markup language comprises 
Extensible Markup Language. 
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41. (withdrawn) The method of claim 34, further comprising: 

accessing a second discrete component of object-related information from a second data 

source; 

adding, by the digital identity instance, object-specific contextual information to the 
second discrete component of object-related information to provide second enhanced object data; 
and 

aggregating, by the digital identity instance, the first enhanced object data and the second 
enhanced object data according to at least one aggregation rule to provide aggregated data. 

42. (withdrawn) The method of claim 41, further comprising: 

sending, by the digital identity instance, the aggregated data to at least one third party. 

43. (original) A content bank system comprising at least one digital identity instance 
representative of at least one object device, the system comprising: 

at least one processor; and 

memory, coupled to the at least one processor, comprising computer-executable 
instructions that, when executed by the at least one processor, cause the at least one processor to: 

receive, from a source by a digital identity instance corresponding to an object, object- 
related information targeted to a service; 

determine, via a services registry associated with the digital identity instance, whether the 
service targeted by the object-related information exists; 

send the object-related information to the service when the service targeted by the object- 
related information exists; and 

process the object-related information by the service such that the object-related 
information is subsequently available via the content bank system. 

44. (original) The system of claim 43, wherein the memory further comprises 
computer-executable instructions that, when executed by the at least one processor, cause the at 
least one processor to: 

determine, via the services registry, location information regarding the service; and 
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send the object-related information to the service based on the location information. 

45. (original) The system of claim 43, wherein the memory further comprises 
computer-executable instructions that, when executed by the at least one processor, cause the at 
least one processor to: 

verify access rights of the source to provide the object-related information associated 
with the object to the content bank system. 

46. (currently amended) A content bank system comprising at least one digital 
identity instance representative of at least one object device, the system comprising: 

at least one processor; and 

memory, coupled to the at least one processor, comprising computer-executable 
instructions that, when executed by the at least one processor, cause the at least one processor to: 

determining, by a digital identity instance corresponding to the object, the need to 
provide the object-related information to the third party; 

determining, via a services registry associated with the digital identity instance, whether a 
service associated with the object-related information exists; 

when the service targeted by associated with t he object-related information exists, 
accessing the object-related information via the service; and 

sending, by the service, the object-related information to the third party. 

47. (original) The system of claim 46, wherein the memory further comprises 
computer-executable instructions that, when executed by the at least one processor, cause the at 
least one processor to: 

receive a request for the object-related information from the third party, wherein the 
request specifies the third party as the destination for the object-related information. 

48. (original) The system of claim 46, wherein the memory further comprises 
computer-executable instructions that, when executed by the at least one processor, cause the at 
least one processor to: 
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receive a request for the object-related information from another third party, wherein the 
request specifies the third party as the destination for the object-related information. 

49. (original) The system of claim 46, wherein the memory further comprises 
computer-executable instructions that, when executed by the at least one processor, cause the at 
least one processor to: 

detect a condition requiring the object-related information to be pushed to the third party. 

50. (original) The system of claim 46, wherein the memory further comprises 
computer-executable instructions that, when executed by the at least one processor, cause the at 
least one processor to: 

determine, via the services registry, location information regarding the service; and 
access the object-related information via the service based on the location information. 

51. (original) The system of claim 46, wherein the memory further comprises 
computer-executable instructions that, when executed by the at least one processor, cause the at 
least one processor to: 

verify access rights of the third party to the object-related information; and 
send the additional object-related information to the third party when the third party 
possesses access rights to the object-related information. 

52. (withdrawn) A content bank system comprising at least one digital identity 
instance representative of at least one object device, the system comprising: 

at least one processor; and 

memory, coupled to the at least one processor, comprising computer-executable 
instructions that, when executed by the at least one processor, cause the at least one processor to: 

determine, via a services registry associated with a digital identity instance corresponding 
to an object, whether a service associated with object-related information exist; 

access the object-related information via the service when the service associated with the 
object-related information exists; 

modify the object-related information to provide modified object-related information; and 
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send the modified object-related information to the service such that the modified object- 
related information is subsequently available via the content bank system. 

53. (withdrawn) The system of claim 52, wherein the memory further comprises 
computer-executable instructions that, when executed by the at least one processor, cause the at 
least one processor to: 

determine, via the services registry, location information regarding the service; 

access the object-related information via the service based on the location information; 

and 

send the modified object-related information to the service based on the location 
information. 

54. (withdrawn) A content bank system comprising at least one digital identity 
instance representative of at least one object device, the system comprising: 

at least one processor; and 

memory, coupled to the at least one processor, comprising computer-executable 
instructions that, when executed by the at least one processor, cause the at least one processor to: 

establish a first communication channel between an object and a digital identity instance 
within the content bank system corresponding to the object; and 

establish, via at least one access mode of a multi-mode interface, a second 
communication channel between a third party and the digital identity instance, 

wherein the third party communicates with the object via the content bank system and the 
first and second communication channels. 

55. (withdrawn) The system of claim 54, wherein the memory further comprises 
computer-executable instructions that, when executed by the at least one processor, cause the at 
least one processor to: 

verify access rights of the third party to provide object-related information associated 
with the object to the content bank system. 
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56. (withdrawn) The system of claim 54, wherein the memory further comprises 
computer-executable instructions that, when executed by the at least one processor, cause the at 
least one processor to: 

verify access rights of the third party to receive object-related information associated with 
the object from the content bank system. 

57. (withdrawn) A content bank system comprising at least one digital identity 
instance representative of at least one object device, the system comprising: 

at least one processor; and 

memory, coupled to the at least one processor, comprising computer-executable 
instructions that, when executed by the at least one processor, cause the at least one processor to: 

access, by a digital identity, instance associated with an object, a first discrete component 
of object-related information from a first data source; and 

add, by the digital identity instance, object-specific contextual information to the first 
discrete component of object-related information to provide first enhanced object data. 

58. (withdrawn) The system of claim 57, wherein the memory further comprises 
computer-executable instructions that, when executed by the at least one processor, cause the at 
least one processor to: 

assign, by the digital identity instance, access rights to the first enhanced object data. 

59. (withdrawn) The system of claim 57, wherein the memory further comprises 
computer-executable instructions that, when executed by the at least one processor, cause the at 
least one processor to: 

assign, by the digital identity instance, usage rules to the first enhanced object data. 

60. (withdrawn) The system of claim 57, wherein the memory further comprises 
computer-executable instructions that, when executed by the at least one processor, cause the at 
least one processor to: 

encode, by the digital identity instance, the first enhanced object data with a standardized 
markup language. 
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61. (withdrawn) The system of claim 57, wherein the memory further comprises 
computer-executable instructions that, when executed by the at least one processor, cause the at 
least one processor to: 

access a second discrete component of object-related information from a second data 

source; 

add, by the digital identity instance, object-specific contextual information to the second 
discrete component of object-related information to provide second enhanced object data; and 

aggregate, by the digital identity instance, the first enhanced object data and the second 
enhanced object data according to at least one aggregation rule to provide aggregated data. 

62. (withdrawn) The system of claim 61, wherein the memory further comprises 
computer-executable instructions that, when executed by the at least one processor, cause the at 
least one processor to: 

send, by the digital identity instance, the aggregated data to at least one third party. 

63. (withdrawn) A computer-implemented content bank system for use in processing 
object-related information regarding at least one object, comprising: 

at least one identity module that, when invoked, provides a digital identity instance 
corresponding to an object; and 

at least one content module that, when invoked by the digital identity instance, processes 
object-related information associated with the object. 

64. (withdrawn) The system of claim 63, wherein the at least one identity module 
comprises a service registry module that administers a listing of all services available to the 
digital identity instance. 

65. (withdrawn) The system of claim 63, wherein the at least one identity module 
comprises a profile module that administers information descriptive of the object. 
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66. (withdrawn) The system of claim 63, wherein the at least one identity module 
comprises a usage module that administers information regarding usage of the object. 

67. (withdrawn) The system of claim 63, wherein the at least one identity module 
comprises a maintenance module that administers information regarding maintenance operations 
performed on the object. 

68. (withdrawn) The system of claim 63, wherein the at least one identity module 
comprises a health module that administers information regarding condition of the object, 

69. (withdrawn) The system of claim 63, wherein the at least one identity module 
comprises a location module that administers information regarding a location of the object. 

70. (withdrawn) The system of claim 63, wherein the at least one identity module 
comprises a schedule module that administers information regarding future assignments of the 
object. 

71. (withdrawn) The system of claim 63, wherein the at least one identity module 
comprises a family module that administers information regarding relationships between the 
object and other objects. 

72. (withdrawn) The system of claim 63, wherein the at least one identity module 
comprises a security module that administers information regarding any of: data sharing rules, 
user rules and access rights. 

73. (withdrawn) The system of claim 63, wherein the at least one identity module 
comprises an alerts module that administers communication between modules of the at least one 
identity module. 



CHICAGO/#1411 330.1 



16 



74. (withdrawn) The system of claim 73, wherein the alerts module administers 
communications between the digital identity instance and third parties external to the content 
bank system. 

75. (withdrawn) The system of claim 63, wherein the at least one content module 
comprises a translation module for converting the object-related information to a common 
representation format. 

76. (withdrawn) The system of claim 63, wherein the at least one content module 
comprises a rendering module for determining a format for sending the object-related 
information to a third party. 

77. (withdrawn) The system of claim 63, wherein the at least one content module 
comprises a transformation module for adding contextual information to the object-related 
information. 

78. (withdrawn) The system of claim 63, wherein the at least one content module 
comprises an aggregation module that aggregates the object-related information with other 
object-related information corresponding to other objects. 
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REMARKS 

Applicants respectfully traverse and request reconsideration. 

Claims 1-23 and 43-51 stand rejected under 35 U.S.C. §102(e) as being anticipated by 
Fera et al. (WO 01/015001A2). The Fera reference is directed to an apparatus and method for 
managing a fleet of mobile assets such as trains or other vehicles. Fera describes a system that 
utilizes, for example, locomotive fault detection sensors that are onboard the locomotive and a 
communication system which allows the downloading of the fault information from the sensors 
through a data link to a data center. (See for example page 5). A web based system utilizes 
multiple web pages that are updated to reflect the performance reports, operating statistics of the 
locomotive, current location map for the fleet of mobile assets, and other information. The Fera 
reference uses the word "service" in the cited portions (for example, pages 5, 9, 14), to refer to 
maintenance service of the vehicle. It appears that the use of the words "services registry" in the 
claim and the use of the word "service" in the claim may have been misapprehended. 

For example, as to claim 1, the office action cites page 9, lines 6-8 as teaching the step of 
determining, via a services registry associated with the digital identity instance of an object, 
whether the service targeted by the object related information exists. Such a services registry is 
described, for example, in Applicants' specification in paragraph 41 and elsewhere which 
describes, for example, a services module that serves as a registry for other modules. The 
services registry shows what modules are available for an object and where those modules 
reside. For example, for a given instance of a service module on behalf on an object, the service 
module includes a registry that, for example, lists all the modules that may be accessed by the 
object or third parties and where to find those modules. As such, Applicants' claim is not 
referring to maintenance service. Claim 1 is directed to a completely different aspect of the 
invention and is directed to, among other things, the services registry and sending object related 

CHICAGO/#14l 1330.1 18 



information to appropriate service, such as a service module. In contrast, the cited portions of 
the reference all seem to refer to the maintenance service of a locomotive which is different from 
the subject matter being claimed. Applicants' specification does however describe a service 
network 206 that may contain information such as part information, common problems, repair 
costs estimates and other information that may be relevant to the maintenance servicing of an 
object, such as a bus, however, this services network is not the services registry being claimed in 
claim 1. Since the cited portions do not recite the claimed subject matter, Applicants respectfully 
submit that this claim is in condition for allowance. 

Applicants respectfully submit that the dependent claims add additional novel and non- 
obvious subject matter. For example, claim 4 requires, among other things, determining, via the 
services registry, location information regarding the service and sending the object related 
information to the service based on the location information. This claimed subject matter is 
referring to the location of where the service may be found, such as a uniform resource identifier 
or other information identifying where a service may be located in the network system. In 
contrast, the cited portion actually refers to maintenance facilities and the "maintenance 
servicing" of a vehicle. Again, the use of the word "service" or "services" appears to be 
misapprehended in the rejection. Accordingly, this claim is also in condition for allowance. In 
addition, and by way of further example, claim 5 actually requires that the location information 
of claim 4 corresponds to another content bank system. The cited portion of the office action 
again refers to instructing a human operator at a monitoring station as to whether to correct the 
fault prior to a scheduled maintenance of the vehicle, when to correct the fault, what fault to 
correct, etc., and does not describe the services registry or location information that corresponds 
to a content bank system as claimed. Accordingly, this claim is also in condition for allowance. 
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As to claim 8, Applicants respectfully reassert the relevant remarks made with respect to 
claim 1, and as such, this claim is also in condition for allowance. The dependent claims 9-23 
are also in condition for allowance as adding additional novel and non-obvious subject matter 
and as at least depending from an allowable base claim. 

Claim 43 is directed to a content bank system that includes at least one processor and 
memory that includes executable instructions that, when read by the one or more processors, 
cause the one or more processors to perform operations, for example, set forth in claim 1. As 
such, Applicants respectfully reassert the relevant remarks with respect to claim 1. Accordingly, 
this claim is also in condition for allowance. The dependent claims add additional novel and 
non-obvious subject matter. 

As to claims 46-51, Applicants again respectfully reassert the relevant remarks made 
above with respect to claim 1 as this claim also utilizes the services registry and determination of 
whether the service associated with the object related information exists as previously described. 
As such, these claims are also in condition for allowance. 

Applicants respectfully submit that the claims are in condition for allowance and 
respectfully request that a timely Notice of Allowance be issued in this case. The Examiner is 
invited to contact the below listed attorney if the Examiner believes that a telephone conference 
will advance the prosecution of this application. 



Vedder, Price, Kaufman & Kammholz, P.C. 
222 N. LaSalle Street 
Chicago, Illinois 60601 
Phone: (312)609-7599 
Fax: (312)609-5005 



Respectfully submitted, 





Christopher J. Reckanlp 
Registration No. 34,414 
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